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Forest threat
Changes in Indonesia's government could put the country's progress in forest protection at risk, says an 18 August report from the Norwegian government. In 2010, Norway -the largest funder of the United Nations' Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) programme -pledged US$1 billion to help protect Indonesia's forests. Indonesia recently overtook Brazil to have the world's highest rate of deforestation.
Endangered species
The US Fish and Wildlife Service has dropped its bid to protect wolverines (Gulo gulo) under the Endangered Species Act. Wolverines inhabit snow-covered areas, including mountains; the agency last year proposed to list the species as being endangered by the effects of climate change on its habitat. On 12 August, the service announced that it was withdrawing the proposal, saying that "climate change
POLICY
European data law
Proposed amendments to the law that regulates the use of personal data in the European Union will stifle research, warned leading research organizations in an open letter on 12 August (see go.nature. com/jchze8). The letter argues that the changes would make the law too heavy-handed in its requirements for individual consent for the use of personal data in research, and "would limit our ability to ensure European policy making is informed by the most robust evidence base". Negotiations on the legislation, which is expected to be finalized by the end of the year, are reaching their final stages. models are unable to reliably predict snowfall amounts and snow-cover persistence in wolverine denning locations". Polar bears and two types of ice-dwelling seal are the only animals listed because of the impacts of climate change.
Researcher suicide
A suicide note left by a leading Japanese stem-cell researcher says that a media onslaught around the retraction of two papers that he co-authored led him to take his own life on 5 August, a lawyer for
EVENTS
Ebola crisis
The Ebola epidemic in West Africa has worsened. As of 16 August, 1,229 deaths had been reported in Guinea, Nigeria, Liberia and Sierra Leone, but the World Health Organization (WHO) said that is probably an underestimate. On 16 August, a mob attacked a quarantine centre in Monrovia, Liberia. Meanwhile, his family said in a press conference on 12 August. Yoshiki Sasai was a renowned scientist at the RIKEN Center for Developmental Biology in Kobe, Japan. He co-authored two ostensibly groundbreaking papers that were published in Nature in January, but retracted in July after problems with the data emerged. A RIKEN investigation committee had found Sasai to hold "grave responsibility" for poor oversight of the work, but concluded that he was innocent of involvement with the problematic data. It found the papers' lead author, Haruko Obokata, guilty of misconduct. See go.nature. com/2godrn for more.
the Canadian government said that it would donate hundreds of doses of an experimental vaccine to the WHO for use in West Africa, and three infected Liberian health workers were given a different experimental treatment called ZMapp. The WHO concluded that it is ethical to use unproven drugs against Ebola, but warned against "unrealistic expectations". See page 233 for more. 
TREND WATCH
China and the United States have the greatest installed wind-power capacity of any country, according to an 18 August report from the US Department of Energy. But the United States added just 1.1 gigawatts last year, placing it sixth in annual growth. The United States ranks even lower in terms of how much of the energy that it consumes comes from wind power (see graph). US firms had little motivation to finish plants in 2013 because projects only had to start construction by the year's end to qualify for tax credits.
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